The Registrar General's mortality figures for disseminated sclerosis in England, Northern Ireland and Scotland are vastly different (Table I ) and the following investigation was undertaken with a view to ascertaining whether the familial incidence of disseminated sclerosis in those of Scottish descent was greater than in the neighbouring countries, and in some measure accounting for this disparity. One hundred and fifty consecutive cases of third generation Scots who had lived all their lives in Scotland and were suffering from disseminated sclerosis were examined.
Any other members of their families who were reported to have neurological disturbances of any kind were then investigated. The following rigid criteria were adopted for the diagnosis of disseminated sclerosis : (i) age between 12 and 50 ; (2) disseminated lesions through the central nervous system accompanied by (3) relapses and remissions with increasing disability ; (4) absence of syphilis both clinically and serologically ; and (5) colloidal gold changes in the C.S.F. normal or low first zone curve.
The two most heavily populated areas in Scotland are based on Glasgow in the west and Edinburgh in the east. The patients of this survey are drawn from the latter region and are considered to form a reasonable cross-section of the Scottish population from both industrial and rural areas.
RESULTS.?When disseminated sclerosis attacks more than one member of a family, two siblings are usually affected. The affection of two successive generations is rare.2 In this survey, in two instances disseminated sclerosis was diagnosed in more than one member of a family of the same generation, and in two successive generations in three families (Table II) . Three other cases had siblings affected by muscular dystrophy and another by Parkinsonism (Table III) . No further evidence of associated neurological disturbances was found in the remaining 142 cases of multiple sclerosis. 
